
 

T H E  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  S A I N T  B R E N D A N  

MASS:   
Wednesday 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday       9:00 a.m. 

Parish Pastoral Council: 

Chris Bonacci; Shawna Bonacci; Andrea Neff; Eddie 
Odom; Amy Pollice; Joe Vivacqua; Tony Winterburn 

 

Carmen Roebke– Compliance Officer 
330-792-3829 Ext. 8 

 

Dominic Colucy– Victim Assistance  
Coordinator 

330-744-8451 Ext. 293 

dcolucy@youngstowndiocese.org 



 

 
ST. BRENDAN CHURCH                                                                                                 DECEMBER 21, 2025 

Sunday, December 21 
9:00 a.m.  Barb Carissimo by Bob Carissimo  
 Wednesday, December 24  
9:00 a.m. NO MORNING MASS 
4:00 p.m. CHRISTMAS EVE MASS;  
                 CAROLS AT 3:30 p.m. 
Sunday, December 28 
9:00 a.m.  Chuck Infante  
                  by Mike and Donna O’Neill 
       Final Mass at St. Brendan 

Please Pray For Our Sick  
J. Louise Miller, William Slivkoff, Fr. Ken 
Miller, Gary Miller, Mary Pavlak, Beverly 
Detate,  Frank Lightner, Michelle Smith, Ken 
Mains,  David Deihl,  Mary Beth Celio,  Fr. 
Richard Brobst, Charles Slivkoff, Harold and 
Debra Brown, Rita Thomas 

What A Ride It’s Been 
   As we come down to the final days of St. Bren-
dan Parish, permit me a personal word here. 
   In early 2020, at the height of the COVID pan-
demic, when churches were shutting down every-
where amid the fear and uncertainty, there were 
suddenly no activities to fill parish bulletins. 
That's when Geri and I decided to create some 
bulletin copy for the next few Sundays until 
things got back to normal. That was five years 
and some 290 bulletins ago. 
   Geri created her "Sunday's Scriptures" reflec-
tions based on her 35 years of leading Bible 
Studies sessions for parishioners. Yours truly had 
a different challenge: Creating 52 columns a year 
about living faith in one's daily life. But I hadn't 
written a word in seven years following retire-
ment as editor of the diocesan newspaper. Was 
there any creativity left in the old cranium? 

   As it turned out, with the help of the Holy Spir-
it, there was mercifully enough "up there" in the 
aging gray matter to come up with weekly reflec-
tions on living out the faith, some features on the 
saints, and background on Church teaching. At 
390 words per week,  the columns alone came to 
some 110,000 words over five years. I could 
never have foreseen that. 
   Even though a relative newcomer (1991) 
to  the parish, I have journeyed with you through 
COVID, the deaths of Father Bill Loveless and 
Bishop George Murray, the tenures of administra-
tors Fathers Leo Wehrlin and Steve Agostino, and 
that transitional period where various priests 
served us, notably Fathers Ernesto Rodriguez and 
Chidie Ogbuagu. All of that before our current 
ministry team of Father John Jerek, Father Steve 
Zeigler, deacons Ron Layko and Mark Kiraly, and 
previously Father Bob England. 
   Together, we survived that uncertainty in 2020 
when no Masses were celebrated in churches, 
through masked attendance, and worshiping in 
sprayed and roped-off pews. We celebrated our 
centennial in grand style and enjoyed a museum 
that preserved our history and memories. We 
have seen many more parishioners taken home 
to God. And now we have come to those final 
days when we, like our fearless patron Brendan, 
must move into uncharted waters as we become 
St. Mary Magdalene Parish. 
    As my childhood hero, race driver Parnelli 
Jones, once put it, "You have to believe this: It's 
been one heck of a ride." Thank you for letting 
me help chronicle it. May we go forward in faith, 
led by the Spirit,  wherever the journey takes us. 
                                              — Lou Jacquet  

Save the Date! 
   Immediately following our last Mass on De-
cember 28, 2025, we will have a brunch in 
Maxwell Hall. We hope everyone will join us for 
good food and fellowship. 
   Please RSVP to the rectory (330-792-3875) 
if  you are able to attend, to give us an accu-
rate count. 
   If calling outside of normal business hours 
(which are Monday through Thursday 8:30-

1:30), please leave a message for Jackie. 

No Mass Here on Dec. 31 
There will be no Wednesday Mass on Decem-
ber 31 here. The final Mass at St. Brendan will 
take place on Sunday, December 28. 

Altar/Rosary Meets Today 

   St. Brendan's Altar/Rosary Society will meet 
TODAY in Room 102 following the 9 a.m. Sun-
day Mass. Sharon Pasquale is the group's 
president. 

Thank You, Liz! 
   St. Brendan's owes a special thank-you to Liz 
Shina, former parish secretary, for her work in put-
ting together your parish bulletin on Microsoft Pub-
lisher week after week. 
   She did this in addition to raising her children 
with husband Jared and working for their family 
business. Liz, we are grateful. 



 

Sunday’s Scriptures: The Limitless One Enters Creation 

   Today's readings for the Fourth Sunday of Ad-
vent are from Isaiah 7:10-14; Romans 1:1-7; 
Matthew 1:18-24. 
   We are in the Advent/Christmas season of our 
liturgical year. This last Sunday of Advent in-
vites us to reflect upon the great mystery of the 
Incarnation. God asks us to reflect on a miracle 
and gift beyond all imagining. 
   The second person of the Blessed Trinity, the 
Word, by Whom, through whom and for whom 
all creation came to be now enters into our 
world. The Creator freely chooses to become a 
creature with all the limitations of that creature. 
   The Eternal Limitless God who created time 
and space now will live within the confines and 
natural laws of time and space. He will live one 
day at a time and live in the land of Israel. He, 
the limitless one, submits to the plan and will of 
his Father. And as we believe, God's ways are 
not our ways.  
   God the Father had thousands of years to 
prepare the perfect entrance into  the world for 
his Son. Jesus could have come in full majesty 
and power, and lead the world in the gory only 
He possesses. But as we read the Christmas 
story, He is conceived in a virgin's womb and 

develops in  the identical way every baby does. 
He bestows on all prenatal babies dignity and 
blessings by his choice of arrival. 
   Jesus is born in the most primitive of settings, 
a stable for animals. He who created the very 
stars that shine on him that night, chose the 
simplest of entrances into our world. He gives 
dignity and respect to simple, lowly circum-
stances and makes them holy. 
   All of the circumstances that surround the 
mystery of the Incarnation (God becoming 
man) tell us a profound truth, that God's ways 
are not at all like our ways. Jesus submits every 
moment of every day and in every event to God 
the Father's will. 
   All of us who have worshipped God in the 
time and space of what we have known lovingly 
as St. Brendan Church are being asked by God 
to trust in His plan for each of our lives. God 
knows what is yet to come for each one of us, 
and the ways He will choose to make us holy. 
He asks this Christmas "to be still and know 
that I am God." May you have a blessed Advent 
and Holy Christmas. 
                                               — Geri Jacquet 

'Giving Tree'  

   The Giving Tree in the 
back of our church will 
once again be an effort of 
collaboration. Father Jerek 
plans to be continuing the 
"Simple Acts of Kindness" 
at the new St. Mary Mag-
dalene Parish at the St. 
Christine site. Envelopes 
are still available to take 
home and fill with your do-
nation. "Simple Acts of 
Kindness" donations sup-
port needs in the parish 
(now and in the future) as 
they arise. 
   We also collected men's 
and women's hats and 
gloves for St. Vincent de 
Paul. Thank you for  your 
generosity in supporting 
these important ministries. 

Altar/Rosary Society Hears Choir, Enjoys Meal 

Members of the Canfield High School Chamber Choir per-
formed at the Christmas party hosted by St. Brendan's Al-
tar & Rosary Society on Dec. 7 at St. Christine Parish Hall. 
A delicious meal, prepared by Chris and Shawna Bonacci, 
was served to members of St. Brendan, St. Christine, and 
Our Lady of Sorrows parishes — soon to be combined as 
St. Mary Magdalene Parish. Photo by Debora Flora 



 

 

RECTORY 
2800 Oakwood Avenue  

Youngstown, OH  44509-2002 

Phone: 330-792-3875  Fax: 330-792-9080 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We are called to be  

disciples, faithful to Jesus  
and empowered by the Spirit.   

We are committed to building the kingdom of  
God by living the Gospel, 

celebrating the sacraments  
and loving our neighbor as ourselves. 

                                          PARISH   STAFF 
Pastor                            Deacons 

Father John Jerek            Ron Layko                    
Parochial Vicar              Mark Kiraly 

Father Stephen Zeigler 
 

Parish Office Manager   
Jackie Niznik                      Ext.10    
  Email: office@stbrendanyo.org  
Music Director                      Geri Jacquet 
Assistant Music Director      Allyson Reed 

                                   MASS         Sunday        9:00 am   

                                                         Wednesday 9:00am 

   To schedule memorial Masses at the new St. Mary 
Magdalene Parish (St. Christine site): 
   1. An individual or family may schedule only two 
Masses per year, one on a Saturday/Sunday and 
one during the week on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
or Friday.  
   2. The stipend for a Mass remains $10. 
   3. When scheduling Masses, see Cindy Babnic at 
the parish office. 
   Note that with Masses being scheduled for former 
parishioners of Our Lady of Sorrows and St. 
Brendan's, in addition to Masses already since Nov. 
4 at St. Christine's, your Mass intention may be 
scheduled some months in advance. 

   Scheduling Masses in 2026 

Prayer to Saint John Kanty 

   "Grant, we pray, Almighty 
God,  that by the example of the 
priest St. John of Kanty, we may 
advance in the knowledge of holy 
things and, by showing compas-
sion to all, may gain forgiveness 
in your sight. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, God, forever 
and ever." 
          Feast Day: December 23 

Mass Times For Merged Parish 
   The newly-formed St. Mary Magdalene Parish at 
the St. Christine site will celebrate Masses at 4 
p.m. Saturdays and 8 and 11 a.m. on Sundays be-
ginning with the new year. Daily Mass: 8:30 M/T/
Th/F. 

‘Season of Giving’ Campaign 

   Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Youngstown has 
announced the commencement of their annual Season 
of Giving Campaign, begun on November 1. This 60-day 
campaign benefits those in need throughout the Diocese 
of Youngstown. 
   Monetary gifts made to Catholic Charities during the 
Season of Giving will keep families stably housed, put 
food on tables, allow utility services to remain connect-
ed, and above all, will express the love of God and com-
passion for others. All donations will  be passed through 
to the local Catholic Charities agencies serving our six 
counties for direct assistance to individuals and families. 
   In addition to making a donation to Catholic  Charities 
through our website ccdoy.org or through the U.S. Mail 
(144 West Wood Street, Youngstown OH 44503), an 
event has been planned to support the Season of Giving 
campaign. 
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RULLI BROS. MARKETS
• Corner at Raccoon & Kirk Rd.

• New Location: 8025 South Ave., Boardman
Since “1917” Specializing In 

Quality Food at Low-Low Prices
  (330) 799-3477	             (330) 726-0777

HIGGINS-REARDON
FUNERAL HOMES
 SERVING YOUR CHURCH 

SINCE 1923

792-2353

ACME STEAK
& SEAFOOD

31 Bissell Ave. • Youngstown

330-270-8000
A Full Line Food Service

LET’S GROW  

YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Michelle Weaver

mweaver@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6302

477 N. Meridian Rd • 330-793-4675

KINNICKFUNERALHOME.COM

SNOVAK
FLOOR COVERINGS

Sales & Installation
Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic

- Certified Installers -
2918 Mahoning Ave

330-799-2610
Graigh Snovak • Owner

330-549-6146 • service@mg-electric.com

www.mg-electric.com

ONE SCAN DOES IT ALL

SCAN TO VIEW OUR

ELECTRICAL SERVICES


