
 

T H E  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  S A I N T  B R E N D A N  

MASS:   
Wednesday 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday       9:00 a.m. 

Parish Pastoral Council: 

Chris Bonacci; Shawna Bonacci; Andrea Neff; Eddie 
Odom; Amy Pollice; Joe Vivacqua; Tony Winterburn 

 

Carmen Roebke– Compliance Officer 
330-792-3829 Ext. 8 

 

Dominic Colucy– Victim Assistance  
Coordinator 

330-744-8451 Ext. 293 

dcolucy@youngstowndiocese.org 



 

 
ST. BRENDAN CHURCH                                                                                                NOVEMBER 2, 2025 

Sunday, November 2 
9:00 a.m.  Paul and Kathy Limongi by Family  
 Wednesday, November 5  
9:00 a.m.  Mike Mraz  
                  by Theresa Precurato Cozad 
Sunday, November  9 
9:00 a.m.  Albert Mihalik by Family  
Please Pray For Our Sick  
Fr. Ken Miller, Gary Miller, Cyndi Johnson, 
Mary Pavlak, Beverly Detate,  Frank Lightner, 
Michelle Smith, Ken Mains,  David Deihl, 
Barbara Bonninsegna,  Mary Beth Celio,  Fr. 
Richard Brobst, Charles Slivkoff, Harold and 
Debra Brown, Rita Thomas 

A Roomful of Seventy Fives 

   There is nothing quite as likely to make a 75-

year-old man or woman comfortable as to walk 
into a room filled with nothing but men or 
women of the same age. Unlike most of our 
days, on such an occasion not everyone you 
come across seems to be about 20 or 30 years 
younger, or 40 years younger if we are talking 
about anyone you see on television programs 
or commercials. 
   The occasion for this "I'm among my peers 
at last" moment was my wife Geri's Cardinal 
Mooney High School October gathering. It was 
a communal "75th Birthday Party" for the class 
of 1968, held three years prior to their upcom-
ing 2028 60th Reunion. Probably a good idea, 
since nearly 90 members of their class have 
already been called home to God. No telling 
how many more might join them by 2028. 
   But that's too sobering a thought, given that 
the tone of this particular evening was upbeat, 
relaxed, joyful, welcoming. While this was not 
my high school class, as a spouse I was as 
welcome as any graduate, as the classmates 
gathered for Mass, dinner, and an evening of 
shared memories.  They shared updates on 
their family lives, lived out in cities, towns, and 
situations as distinct from one another as one 
can imagine.     
   I found it especially comforting that there 
was a noticeable lack of the preening and one-

upmanship one finds so prevalent at 10-or-
even-25-year reunions. By age 75, there was 
hardly a soul present who had not been bat-
tered by life in one way or another. Some were 
a bit slumped and walked with difficulty, but in 
everyone there seemed to be a dignity and a 
quiet pride at having survived the knocks and 
challenges that the decades had doled out 
along the way. 
   As an aside, I should note that the members 
of my all-male class of 1968 from a Catholic 
high school in Cleveland had voted at their 
50th reunion to hold future gatherings with 
classmates only, no spouses. The Mooney 
gathering reinforced my feeling that having 
spouses present was a much better way to 
hold such an event. 
   I was privileged to be included as a spouse, 
and enjoyed an evening of shared conversation 
with persons I had, in most cases, not previ-
ously known. Their life stories were fascinating. 
May the Lord grant them many more years to 
enjoy one another's company. 
                                             — Lou Jacquet 

Nov. 9 Social in Hallway 
   Please join us for a social after Mass on Sun-
day November 9 in the school hallway. 
   Please bring your favorite baked goods to 
share. 
                                             — Andrea Neff 

 
Winterburn Selected For Honor 

Military Collection Next Weekend 

   Next weekend, our parish will take up the 
Collection for the Archdiocese for the Military 
Services USA (AMS), a collection approved by 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops to be 
taken every three years. The AMS provides 
pastoral care to Catholic men and women 
serving in the U.S. Armed Forces, enrolled at a 
U.S. Military Academy, being treated as a pa-
tient at any of the 153 U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs Medical Centers, or who work 
for the federal government beyond U.S. bor-
ders, including those from our own parish and 
diocese. The AMS does not receive any funding 
from the government or military. To learn 
more, go to www.milarch.org/
nationalcollection. Please give generously 

   Tony Winterburn, St. Brendan custodian, has 
been selected to receive a "Youngstown City-
Scape Annual Beautification Award," presented 
to "those who have taken the time to clean, 
green and care for an area in the City of 
Youngstown.” He will be honored at a recep-
tion on Nov. 13.  
   Assistant custodian Pete Michaels has also 
been instrumental in landscaping and care of 
the St. Brendan parish grounds. 



 

Sunday’s Scriptures: The Souls of the Just  
   Today's readings are from Wisdom 3:1-9; Ro-
mans 6:3-9; Gospel of John 6:37-40. 
   There are only a few Sundays where the on-
going Gospel reading is interrupted to give re-
spect and recognition to a particular feast. To-
day, we celebrate the Feast of All Souls Day in 
place of the 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time, and 
our readings reflect death and the after life. 
   The reading from the Book of Wisdom offers 
grieving family members comfort and strength 
as they deal with the loss of a loved one to 
death. "The souls of the just are in the Hand of 
God, and no torment shall touch them." Notice 
that the deceased person in this passage is de-
scribed as one who is just. In Old Testament lit-
erature, these were individuals who demon-
strated uprightness, loyalty to God and moral 
integrity in their actions and faith. They followed 
God's laws and walked humbly and faithfully 
with Him. 
   The author of  this passage comforts us by 
telling us that "they are in peace." Imagine a 
loved one who  in this life has had their share of 
suffering, perhaps illness. "God tried them and 

found them worthy of Himself...as gold in the 
furnace, He proved them, as sacrificial offerings 
He took them to himself." 
   Many families suffer beside family members 
who have a chronic and difficult illness. Suffer-
ing can seem meaningless and brutal. In God's 
wisdom, He uses this to help purify and redeem 
us. Jesus' suffering and death is ultimate re-
demption for the soul of all who seek to share 
eternal life with Him.  
   All of us can give our trials and tribulations to 
God. We can join these difficulties to the suffer-
ing of Jesus and use them to help others. Lastly, 
we are told that these just souls "will shine, and 
shall dart about as sparks through stubble; and 
shall judge nations and rule over peoples." They 
are part of God's Kingdom, God's family forever. 
   As we remember and grieve over our loved 
ones today and through the month of Novem-
ber, let us call them to mind in our Masses and 
prayers, and ask for their aid in our struggles. 
The family of God is forever, and we are family. 
Amen." 
                                               — Geri Jacquet 

Random Observations: Book of Revelation Series 

   Among Father John Jerek's observations Oc-
tober 22 during his continuing series on the 
Book of Revelation were the following: 
— "As the Son of Man, Jesus is the last great 
prophet; as the Son of God, He is the Messiah" 
— "The Babylonian Captivity (597-537 B.C.) in 
modern day Iraq, involved the Jews being tak-
en captive by Nebuchadnezzar to become serv-
ants. This exile ended their Temple worship in 
Jerusalem, so the Jews began to emphasize 
Scripture (the Torah). They realize they do not 
need the Temple to pray. Their worship be-
comes private; rabbis emerge as teachers, a 
huge transformation as Jews redefined them-
selves;  they needed to become a blessing to 
the wider world." 
— "In Revelation, we know the final battle is 
coming. The dragon, beast and prophet keep 
causing trouble; there is a last great push for 
evil. The final battle between good and evil was 
believed to be coming on the plains of Megid-
do." 
— "By this chapter, the forces of evil start to 
go down, but not without a fight" 
— "Mount Zion is the place where God reveals 
Himself. The Church of the Dormition (with a 
blue roof) is  there now. It is the place of the 
final victory of Jesus." 

Name Missing From Deceased List 

   When the list of the recently deceased mem-
bers of St. Brendan's appeared in a recent bul-
letin, one person was inadvertently not includ-
ed. MARY MOON died on May 21, 2025. Please 
keep her in your prayers. May Mary and all 
who have died rest in peace, and may perpetu-
al light shine upon them. Amen. 



 

 

RECTORY 
2800 Oakwood Avenue  

Youngstown, OH  44509-2002 

Phone: 330-792-3875  Fax: 330-792-9080 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We are called to be  

disciples, faithful to Jesus  
and empowered by the Spirit.   

We are committed to building the kingdom of  
God by living the Gospel, 

celebrating the sacraments  
and loving our neighbor as ourselves. 

                                          PARISH   STAFF 
Pastor                            Deacons 

Father John Jerek            Ron Layko                    
Parochial Vicar              Mark Kiraly 

Father Stephen Zeigler 
 

Parish Office Manager   
Jackie Niznik                      Ext.10    
  Email: office@stbrendanyo.org  
Music Director                      Geri Jacquet 
Assistant Music Director      Allyson Reed 

                                   MASS         Sunday        9:00 am   

                                                         Wednesday 9:00am 

   Our Lady of Sorrows Parish and the American 
Slovak Cultural Association (ASCA) of the Mahoning 
Valley annual Vilija Dinner will be Sunday, Dec. 14, 
2025, 4 p.m. at St. Christine Hall, 3165 S. Schenley 
Ave., Youngstown. In addition to the traditional Slo-
vak Christmas Eve meal, featuring fish, pirohy, and 
kolachi, there will be musical entertainment and 
much more.  
   Tickets are $25/person, with special prices for 
children. Get tickets soon. First served. If you have 
special seating needs, let Ron know. Tickets will not 
be sold at the door. For tickets and infor-
mation contact: Ron Garchar at 330-397-3931. 
Deadline to purchase tickets is December 3. 

   Anyone involved in liturgical music in the 
Diocese of Youngstown is invited to attend the 
third annual Gold Mass on Sunday, November 
23, at 5 p.m. in St. Columba Cathedral. A 
complimentary barbecue follows the Mass; a 
concert featuring choral and instrumental mu-
sic will begin at 3:45 p.m. Information: Ralph 
Holtzhauser, diocesan director of music and 
Cathedral musician, at 330-744-8451, ext. 
212. 

Prayer to Saint Martin de Porres 

"O God, who led St. Martin de Porres by the path 
of humility to heavenly glory, grant that we may 
so follow his radiant example in this life as to merit 
to be exalted with him in heaven, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in  the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, forever 
and ever." 
                              Feast Day: Nov. 3; died 1639 

   Your Sacrificial Offering 
Amount needed monthly to meet expenses  

For October   2025                $29,440.00 

Week of  October 26, 2025 

 Sunday Collection      $1,903.00 

 Increased Operating Exp.          $20.00 

 Rentals       $1,050.00 

      Maint. Support      $1,110.00 

 Total        $4,093.00 

4   week  total  $ 18,015  .00 toward  the  goal  of  $29,440.00 

$ 11,425 .00 short 

WE  COUNT  MEMBERS  BECAUSE  MEMBERS  COUNT 

             Mass 9 a.m.          10/26— 98 

   Gold Mass Set for 11/23 

Vilija Dinner Set 12/14 
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CatholicMatch.com/OH

RULLI BROS. MARKETS
• Corner at Raccoon & Kirk Rd.

• New Location: 8025 South Ave., Boardman
Since “1917” Specializing In 

Quality Food at Low-Low Prices
  (330) 799-3477	             (330) 726-0777

HIGGINS-REARDON
FUNERAL HOMES
 SERVING YOUR CHURCH 

SINCE 1923

792-2353

ACME STEAK
& SEAFOOD

31 Bissell Ave. • Youngstown

330-270-8000
A Full Line Food Service

LET’S GROW  

YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Michelle Weaver

mweaver@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6302

477 N. Meridian Rd • 330-793-4675

KINNICKFUNERALHOME.COM

SNOVAK
FLOOR COVERINGS

Sales & Installation
Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic

- Certified Installers -
2918 Mahoning Ave

330-799-2610
Graigh Snovak • Owner

330-549-6146 • service@mg-electric.com

www.mg-electric.com

ONE SCAN DOES IT ALL

SCAN TO VIEW OUR

ELECTRICAL SERVICES


