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To those who sold doves he said, “Take these out of here, and stop
making my Father’s house a marketplace.” His disciples recalled the
words of Scripture, Zeal for your house will consume me. - Jn 2:16-17
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There’s Something About November

Maybe it's because November is always the
month when our family doctor has me sched-
uled for my annual "wellness" visit, but in any
case, there is something about November that
gets my attention every year.

Seeing "November" come up on the calendar
suddenly alerts me to the fact that I have only
eight or so weeks left to accomplish whatever I
had hoped to get done in the current year.
There's the annual sprint to Thanksgiving and
Christmas before the New Year, of course, and
liturgically we have to begin the new Church
year with the important season of Advent.

But regardless, November kicks me into high
gear for no other reason than that winter is
dead ahead in Ohio; we had better get ready
at once for that. It's the month for putting
away the patio and deck furniture, having the
grandkids carry those heavy Amish wooden
chairs into the garage. It's time as well to pull
out the last of the flowers around the statues
of the Virgin Mary and St. Anthony, and toss
what remains of the mums into the garden
space behind the garage so they can decom-
pose into the soil. Speaking of statues, Mary by
the mailbox and Anthony in the backyard
shrine get carried into the garage, again merci-
fully by the grandkids, for winter shelter from
the harsh elements to come.

Since this is November, it's also time for the
spouse to shop for all those supplies needed
for seasonal baking and cooking, and time
for yours truly to rough out the newsletter we
wedge into Christmas cards ("no heart attack
this year!”) that will go out to family and
friends in about a month. Given my procrasti-
nation, it's a good thing we are not living in
Alaska, where preparations for winter have
been underway for several months now. But
even so, we have to be sure the house and
cars are weatherproofed for winter here as
well.

With ten months down and a few weeks to
go until the new year, my conscience tells me
it is high time for some serious self-
assessment on the spiritual side too. After all,
how we are growing or not growing in our rela-
tionship with the King of the Universe is a
great deal more important than whether we
got around to improving our electrical system
(check) or updating my wardrobe (no need to
rush; there's always next year).

— Lou Jacquet

Afternoon at Races Set 11/23

St. Christine Parish Center will be the site of
"Afternoon at the Races" 1-5 p.m. Sunday Novem-
ber 23. Features 12 races, door prizes after every
race, complimentary soft drinks and adult beverag-
es, raffles, a kitchen serving the pastor's special-
ties, and amazing company. Doors open 1 p.m.;
kitchen opens 1:30 p.m.; races begin at 2 p.m.

Menu includes the Lansingville Special: Stuffed
Cabbage, City Chicken, Mashed Potatoes for $10;
Jumbo Hot Dog $5; Desserts $3, Bowls $5.

The event is free and open to all adults 21 and
over; sponsored by Our Lady of Sorrows Holy Name
Society.

Retirement Fund for Religious Collection

Next Sunday, November 23, a collection will be
taken for the national Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious, which benefits America's elderly Catholic sis-
ters, religious brothers, and religious order (not di-
ocesan) priests.

This collection, which has raised millions since
the 1980s but remains underfunded, is critical to
help fund the spiraling healthcare costs of these
men and women who have served the Church for
decades.

Drop your packet envelope in the collection and
make your check payable to St. Brendan; a final
check will be mailed to the national office.

Mass Times For Merged Parish

The newly-formed St. Mary Magdalene Parish at
the St. Christine site will celebrate Masses at 4
p.m. Saturdays and 8 and 11 a.m. on Sundays
beginning with the new year.

Sunday, November 16
9:00 a.m. Mike Mraz

by Charlie and Mary Sheffield
Wednesday, November 19
9:00 a.m. Mary Alyce Kinnick by Family
Sunday, November 23
9:00 a.m. Chuck lalenti

by Mike and Donna O’Neil

Please Pray For Our Sick

Fr. Ken Miller, Gary Miller, Cyndi Johnson,
Mary Pavlak, Beverly Detate, Frank Lightner,
Michelle Smith, Ken Mains, David Deihl,
Barbara Bonninsegna, Mary Beth Celio, Fr.
Richard Brobst, Charles Slivkoff, Harold and
Debra Brown, Rita Thomas




Altar/Rosary Meeting Slated

St. Brendan's Altar/Rosary Society will meet
Sunday Nov. 30 in Room 102 following the 9
a.m. Mass.

Diocese Sets Emergency Food Drive

The acute need for
assistance
across the six coun-
ties of the Diocese of
Youngstown has
been exacerbated by
the government
shutdown. As a re-
sult, Bishop David
Bonnar is calling on
parishioners and oth-
ers of good will across the Diocese to partici-
pate in a non-perishable food drive. It began
Oct. 30 and runs through the end of the year
"to support our brothers and sisters who are
struggling with food insecurity."

Catholic Charities and St. Vincent de Paul
(SVDP) locations throughout the Diocese will
serve as official drop-off sites. In Mahoning
County, the sites are: Catholic Charities Re-
gional Agency, 319 W. Rayen, Youngstown,
330-744-3320; Catholic Charities Diocesan Of-
fices, 144 W. Wood St., Youngstown, 330-744-
8451; SVDP Mahoning County, 317 Via Mount
Carmel, 330-333-3601.

Vilija Dinner Set 12/14

Our Lady of Sorrows Parish and the American
Slovak Cultural Association (ASCA) of the Ma-
honing Valley annual Vilija Dinner will be Sun-
day, Dec. 14, 2025, 4 p.m. at St. Christine
Hall, 3165 S. Schenley Ave., Youngstown. In
addition to the traditional Slovak Christmas
Eve meal, featuring fish, pirohy, and kolachi,
there will be musical entertainment and much
more.

Tickets are $25/person, with special prices
for children. Get tickets soon. First served. If
you have special seating needs, let Ron know.
Tickets will not be sold at the door. For
tickets and information contact: Ron Garchar
at 330-397-3931. Deadline to purchase tickets
is December 3.

Oblate Nuns Offer Cookbook

Looking for that perfect Christmas gift for that
someone special? Order your copy of the Oblate
Sisters Pilgrims of Hope Cookbook. Along with
personal stories, spiritual narratives and beauti-
ful photography, the cookbook includes treas-
ured recipes from each of the Sisters from
around the world. Donations of $25 or more are
accepted in support of the Oblate Sisters. Order
yours today by calling 330-759-9329.

Sunday’s Scriptures: Bringing Us Back on Course

Today is the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time.
Our readings are from Malachi 3:19-20; Thessa-
lonians 3:7-12; Luke 21:5-19. Both the first
reading and the Gospel present us with disturb-
ing images of the end times. The prophet Mala-
chi is one of the twelve minor prophets who
spoke God's message to the Jewish people dur-
ing the era of Ezra, between 440-400 B.C. He
is warning the people to return to God, pointing
out the dire consequences for those who contin-
ue to do evil.

"Lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven,
when all the proud and all the evildoers will be
stubble, and that day that is coming will set
them on fire, leaving them neither root nor
branch."

His message is a warning and plea for the re-
form of individuals and the nation as a whole.
The people and the Jewish leaders may tolerate
idolatry and evil practices, but the Lord God
does not.

Some 400 years later, Jesus issues a warning
to the crowd following Him: "The day will come

when all you see here will be destroyed; not a
stone will be left on another stone...See that
you not be deceived, for many will come in my
name saying 'I am he.' Do not follow them."
Throughout Israel's history, and the history of
the Church, there have been false prophets and
false ideologues. God needed to send prophets
who spoke His word clearly and issued direc-
tives for repentance.

The Church, likewise, under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, convened councils and redi-
rected the faithful to the foundations of faith, in
the form of Church teaching and dogmas.

Today, because of the ever-present mass me-
dia, it is easy to be deceived and seduced by
our culture. We are besieged by slogans and
facile-sounding sound bites.

Advent is coming soon. It is an excellent time
to bring us back to biblical and Church teachings
and refocus on Jesus -- the Way, the Truth and
the Life.

— Geri Jacquet



"Tower' Survivor Speaks at Walsh

Walsh University in North Canton will fea-
ture a presentation by Genelle Guzman-
McMillan Tuesday Dec. 2 at 6:30 p.m. in Cec-
chini Center Auxiliary Gym. She was the last
person rescued alive from the rubble of the
World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001, after
being trapped for 27 hours beneath concrete.
That ordeal led her to rediscover faith, hope
and a new purpose. She will meet the audi-
ence in person and sign her book, "Angel in
the Rubble." The event is free. Information:
Kim Graves, 330-490-7296.

Prayer: St. Rose Philippine Duchesne

"Almighty God, who filled the heart of St.
Rose Philippine Duchesne with charity and
missionary zeal, and gave her the desire to
make you known among all peoples, grant us
to follow her way and fill us with that same
love and zeal to extend your Kingdom to the
ends of the earth. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for
ever and ever."

Feast Day: Nov. 1; died 1852

Your Sacrificial Offering

Amount needed monthly to meet expenses

For November 2025 $29,440.00
Week of November 9, 2025
Sunday Collection $1,602.00
Increased Operating Exp. $55.00
Rentals $1,050.00
Maint. Support $1,110.00
Total $3,817.00
2 week total $12,605 00 toward the goal of $29440.00
$16,835.00short
WE COUNT MEMBERS BECAUSE MEMBERS COUNT
Mass 9 a.m. 11/9— 101

= Uonk

RECTORY
2800 Oakwood Avenue
Youngstown, OH 44509-2002
Phone: 330-792-3875 Fax: 330-792-9080
MISSION STATEMENT
We are called to be
disciples, faithful to Jesus
and empowered by the Spirit.

We are committed to building the kingdom of
God by living the Gospel,
celebrating the sacraments
and loving our neighbor as ourselves.

PARISH STAFF
Pastor Deacons
Father John Jerek Ron Layko
Parochial Vicar Mark Kiraly
Father Stephen Zeigler
Parish Office Manager
Jackie Niznik Ext.10

Email: office@stbrendanyo.org
Music Director Geri Jacquet

Assistant Music Director Allyson Reed
MASS  Sunday 900am
Wednesday 900am




477 N. Meridian Rd - 330-793-4675
KINNICKFUNERALHOME.COM

LET'S GROW

YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Michelle Weaver

mweaver@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6302
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ADT-Monitored Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You C

ADT | penereed | safeStreets

330-549-6146 « service@mg-electric.com
www.mg-electric.com

ORGANIZATION NEED
A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital newsletters
to reach your community,

Visit Ipicommunities.com

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT  =t.

OUR COMMUNITY
NEWSLETTER
e
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Scan to
contact us!

ACME STEAK
& SEAFOOD
31 Bissell Ave. « Youngstown
— 330-270-8000 —
A Full Line Food Service

catholicmaich’

Ohio

SNOVAK
FLOOR COVERINGS
Sales & Installation
Carpet ¢ Vinyl ¢ Ceramic
- Certified Installers -
2918 Mahoning Ave
330-799-2610

Graigh Snovak * Owner

CatholicMatch.com/OH

RULLI BROS. MARKETS

» Corner at Raccoon & Kirk Rd.
* New Location: 8025 South Ave., Boardman
Since “1917” Specializing In
Quality Food at Low-Low Prices

(330) 799-3477 (330) 726-0777
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SCANTO VIEW OUR
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

AD DESIGN

with purchase
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HIGGINS-REARDON

FUNERAL HOMES
SERVING YOUR CHURCH
SINCE 1923

792-2353

Place Your Ad Here and

Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

REARSTR
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

14-0725



