
 

T H E  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  S A I N T  B R E N D A N  

MASS:   
Wednesday 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday       9:00 a.m. 

Parish Pastoral Council: 

Chris Bonacci; Shawna Bonacci; Andrea Neff; Eddie 
Odom; Amy Pollice; Joe Vivacqua; Tony Winterburn 

 

Carmen Roebke– Compliance Officer 
330-792-3829 Ext. 8 

 

Dominic Colucy– Victim Assistance  
Coordinator 

330-744-8451 Ext. 293 

dcolucy@youngstowndiocese.org 



 

 
ST. BRENDAN CHURCH                                                                                                 DECEMBER 7, 2025 

Sunday, December 7 
9:00 a.m.  Robert Casey by Mary Lou Casey  
 Wednesday, December 10  
9:00 a.m. Mike Mraz  
                 by Charles and Mary Sheffield   
Sunday, December 14 
9:00 a.m.  Paul Robinson by Family  
Please Pray For Our Sick  
J. Louise Miller, William Slivkoff, Fr. Ken 
Miller, Gary Miller, Mary Pavlak, Beverly 
Detate,  Frank Lightner, Michelle Smith, Ken 
Mains,  David Deihl,  Mary Beth Celio,  Fr. 
Richard Brobst, Charles Slivkoff, Harold and 
Debra Brown, Rita Thomas 

Pray for the Faithful Departed 
Michael Rinko 

Closing A Too-New Church 

   We who are members of St. Brendan's have 
been going through our own period of adjust-
ment as we await the closing of our parish in 
the merger to become the new parish of St. 
Mary Magdalene. 
   But today I am thinking about that other 
parish involved in this merger, Our Lady of 
Sorrows, and in particular the magnificent 
church of St. Matthias, soon to be closed 
though only 52 years old. The closing of St. 
Brendan's church is sad, but this old structure 
with all of its wonderful memories has housed 
worship since the mid-1920s. It has been a 
great run.  
   St. Matthias, in contrast, is a beautiful struc-
ture with superb stained-glass windows, the 
most beautiful crucifix in the Diocese high 
above its main altar, and a stunning Tabernac-
le in an unmatched setting. The closing of a 
church this new is little short of tragic. Of 
course, it is a scenario being played out across 
the country. Catholic parishes are being closed 
because of a shortage of priests, true, but 
largely because too many Catholics stopped 
coming to church.  
   St. Matthias has had its own problems, with 
declining Mass attendance, neighborhood pop-
ulation shifts, the deaths of a generation of 
stalwarts, and the demise of its morning Mass 
regulars, now down to a mere handful. Like St. 
Brendan's, and the closing of Holy Name and 
SS. Cyril & Methodius that made up Our Lady 
of Sorrows as well, St. Matthias also lost pa-
rishioners when its school closed and recently 
when it lost a weekend Mass.  
   With the closing of every one of the nearly 
three dozen parishes that the Diocese has 
closed here since "Reconfiguration" began in 
2008, something of beauty and lasting signifi-
cance has been lost in each case. Now large 
swatches of the West and South sides will be 
without the anchoring spiritual presence of 
these two parishes after January 1st. Too of-
ten, whenever the Church cedes once Holy 
ground to secular pursuits, the darker side of 
human endeavor invades. 
   My wife and I have been privileged to lector 
at St. Matthias within its superb sacred space 
on many occasions; of course she mourns the 
loss of the parish where she was baptized and 

raised, and the parish she has served for 51 
years. We leave the past behind with a hole in 
our hearts.                    
                                           — Lou Jacquet    

Save the Date! 
   Immediately following our last Mass on De-
cember 28, 2025, we will have a brunch in 
Maxwell Hall. We hope everyone will join us for 
good food and fellowship. 
   Please RSVP to the rectory (330-792-3875) 
if  you are able to attend, to give us an accu-
rate count. 
   If calling outside of normal business hours 
(which are Monday through Thursday 8:30-

1:30), please leave a message for Jackie. 

The Giving Tree 
   The Giving Tree in the back of church will 
once again be an effort of collaboration. Father 
John Jerek plans to be continuing the "Simple 
Acts of Kindness" ministry at St. Mary Magda-
lene Parish. 
   In addition to the Simple Acts of Kindness 
envelopes on the tree, we will be collecting 
new men's and women's hats and gloves for 
St. Vincent de Paul. Hats and gloves are due 
back by Sunday December 14. Thank  you for 
your continued generosity. 

Allyson, Spencer in Concert 12/14 

   You are invited to a Christmas concert 4 
p.m. December 14 at Christ Community 
Church, 531 Neoka Drive, Campbell. The 
event features a performance by Spencer and 
Allyson Reed, the latter our St. Brendan can-
tor for several years now. 



 

Sunday’s Scriptures: A Most Profound Encounter 
   Today is the Second Sunday of Advent. Our 
readings are from Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4
-9; Matthew 3:1-12. 
   Take a moment and think of the very best 
people you know. Think of the people you would 
call heroes and long to emulate. Compare them 
to the traits you see in our first reading: "The 
spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him; a spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, a spirit of counsel 
and strength, a spirit of knowledge and of fear 
of the Lord, and his delight shall be the fear of 
the Lord...He shall judge the poor with justice 
and decide aright for the Land's afflicted..." 
   Isaiah describes just a few of the traits of Is-
rael's Messiah, the anointed of God. Israel's 
Vindicator and Savior has the fullness of quali-
ties and gifts no one else possesses. What 
would it be like to be in the presence of this 
person, to meet him and be near him? In  the 
Gospel of Matthew, we meet a man who would 
have expected such a moment. The moment of 
meeting the Messiah took place years before. 
   When John the Baptist was an infant, still in 

his mother's womb, he was visited by the Mes-
siah. The God who created him, and gave him a 
mission to preach repentance and prepare the 
way of the Lord, visited him and his mother 
Elizabeth.  
   John, so affected by the presence of One so 
great, leapt in his mother's womb. He did not 
merely move but he leapt for joy. John would 
be so profoundly graced by this moment that 
his whole life would be defined and dedicated to 
God, and to preparing the lives of others to re-
ceive the Messiah of Israel. 
   John, as an adult, is  the voice crying out in 
the desert. He realizes who he is and who he is 
not: "The one who is coming after me is mighti-
er than I; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 
He will baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire." 
   John's hero is the Holy One of Israel. Being 
close to Him gave John's life its meaning and 
purpose. This Advent, may we encounter anew 
the Savior and Messiah, Jesus Christ. 
                                              — Geri Jacquet 

Advent Project 2025: 

Worthy Cause Collections 
   Members of St. Brendan , St. Christine and Our 
Lady of Sorrows parishes will be asked to partici-
pate in second collections on the Sundays of Ad-
vent for worthy local causes.  
   Today, the Second Sunday of Advent, the second 
collection will benefit the St. Vincent de Paul Socie-
ty parish conferences.  
   On December 14, the Third Sunday of Advent, 
the second collection will benefit the St. Vincent de 
Paul Dining Hall.  
   If donating by check, make checks payable to St. 
Brendan Parish. 
   Dorothy Day House has served the poor and 
homeless in downtown Youngstown for over a doz-
en years. It is under the sponsorship of the Humili-
ty of Mary Sisters and the Ursuline Sisters of 
Youngstown. The House has served thousands of 
hot meals to those who come through its doors. It 
also makes available hot showers to many of the 
homeless in our area. All three of our parishes 
have a long traditional of supporting this very im-
portant beacon of hope in our city. 
   The St. Vincent de Paul Society of our parish pro-
vides much essential assistance to local families in 
a respectful, dignified way. Our parish chapters 
have made a huge difference in the lives of many 
families as we continue this decades-long tradition 
of service in the name of Christ. 

Have You Thanked Our Deacons? 

   Last Sunday was Deacon Ron Layko's last 
at St. Brendan's; December is the final month 
for Deacon Mark Kiraly to serve here. Both 
permanent deacons will continue to serve the 
new St. Mary Magdalene Parish at the St. 
Christine site beginning January 1, 2026. 
   Both men have been an important part of 
our Sunday liturgies since arriving with Father 
Jerek on the ministry team in the summer of 
2023. Their homilies and their welcoming 
presence has helped make the final 30 
months of our parish life memorable and spir-
itually rewarding. Have you thanked them for 
their selfless service to us? 

Social After Mass TODAY! 
   Please join us for a social after Mass TODAY in the 
school hallway to share favorite baked goods from parish-
ioners. Andrea Neff organized the event, as she has for 
so many events through the years.  

Advent Morning for Women 12/13 
St. Christine Parish will be the site for an Advent Morning 
of Prayer for Women on Saturday December 13. The 
event begins at 9 a.m. and concludes with lunch at noon 
in the Parish Center. Father Jerek hopes for a good turn-
out from all adult age groups in the parish, with mem-
bers of St. Brendan and Our Lady of Sorrows of course 
invited. Father Jerek said the gathering  will be "simply a 
time to be together to pray, reflect and be with each oth-
er." No recruiting for parish programs will be involved. A 
freewill offering for St. Vincent de Paul's dining hall on 
the south side of Youngstown will be taken. A similar 
morning for men was held on Dec. 6. 



 

 

RECTORY 
2800 Oakwood Avenue  

Youngstown, OH  44509-2002 

Phone: 330-792-3875  Fax: 330-792-9080 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We are called to be  

disciples, faithful to Jesus  
and empowered by the Spirit.   

We are committed to building the kingdom of  
God by living the Gospel, 

celebrating the sacraments  
and loving our neighbor as ourselves. 

                                          PARISH   STAFF 
Pastor                            Deacons 

Father John Jerek            Ron Layko                    
Parochial Vicar              Mark Kiraly 

Father Stephen Zeigler 
 

Parish Office Manager   
Jackie Niznik                      Ext.10    
  Email: office@stbrendanyo.org  
Music Director                      Geri Jacquet 
Assistant Music Director      Allyson Reed 

                                   MASS         Sunday        9:00 am   

                                                         Wednesday 9:00am 

Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe 

   ‘Season of Giving’ Campaign 

 

Oblate Nuns Offer Cookbook 

   Your Sacrificial Offering 
Amount needed monthly to meet expenses  

For November  2025                $29,440.00 

Week of  November 23, 2025 

 Sunday Collection      $2,052.00 

 Increased Operating Exp.          $00.00 

 Rentals       $1,050.00 

      Maint. Support      $1,110.00 

 Total        $4,212.00 

4   week  total  $ 20,439  .00 toward  the  goal  of  $29,440.00 

$ 9,001 .00 short 

WE  COUNT  MEMBERS  BECAUSE  MEMBERS  COUNT 

             Mass 9 a.m.       11/23-105; 11/30-83 

   Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Youngstown 
has announced the commencement of their annual 
Season of Giving Campaign, begun on November 1. 
This 60-day campaign benefits those in need 
throughout the Diocese of Youngstown. 
   Monetary gifts made to Catholic Charities during 
the Season of Giving will keep families stably housed, 
put food on tables, allow utility services to remain 
connected, and above all, will express the love of God 
and compassion for others. All donations will  be 
passed through to the local Catholic Charities agen-
cies serving our six counties for direct assistance to 
individuals and families. 
   In addition to making a donation to Catholic  Chari-
ties through our website ccdoy.org or through the 
U.S. Mail (144 West Wood Street, Youngstown OH 
44503), an event has been planned to support the 
Season of Giving campaign. 

Looking for that perfect Christmas gift for that someone 
special? Order your copy of the Oblate Sisters Pilgrims of 
Hope Cookbook. Along with personal stories, spiritual 
narratives and beautiful photography, the cookbook in-
cludes treasured recipes from each of the Sisters from 
around the world. Donations of $25 or more are accepted 
in support of the Oblate Sisters. Order yours today by 
calling 330-759-9329. 

"O God, Father of mercies, who placed your people un-
der the singular protection of your Son's most holy 
Mother, grant that all who invoke the Blessed Virgin of 
Guadalupe may seek with ever more lively faith the pro-
gress of peoples in the ways of justice and of peace. 
Through Our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for-
ever and ever." 
                                              Feast Day: December 12 
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RULLI BROS. MARKETS
• Corner at Raccoon & Kirk Rd.

• New Location: 8025 South Ave., Boardman
Since “1917” Specializing In 

Quality Food at Low-Low Prices
  (330) 799-3477	             (330) 726-0777

HIGGINS-REARDON
FUNERAL HOMES
 SERVING YOUR CHURCH 

SINCE 1923

792-2353

ACME STEAK
& SEAFOOD

31 Bissell Ave. • Youngstown

330-270-8000
A Full Line Food Service

LET’S GROW  

YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Michelle Weaver

mweaver@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6302

477 N. Meridian Rd • 330-793-4675

KINNICKFUNERALHOME.COM

SNOVAK
FLOOR COVERINGS

Sales & Installation
Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic

- Certified Installers -
2918 Mahoning Ave

330-799-2610
Graigh Snovak • Owner

330-549-6146 • service@mg-electric.com

www.mg-electric.com

ONE SCAN DOES IT ALL

SCAN TO VIEW OUR

ELECTRICAL SERVICES


