
 

T H E  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  S A I N T  B R E N D A N  

MASS:   
Wednesday 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday       9:00 a.m. 

Parish Pastoral Council: 

Chris Bonacci; Shawna Bonacci; Andrea Neff; Eddie 
Odom; Amy Pollice; Joe Vivacqua; Tony Winterburn 

 

Carmen Roebke– Compliance Officer 
330-792-3829 Ext. 8 

 

Dominic Colucy– Victim Assistance  
Coordinator 

330-744-8451 Ext. 293 

dcolucy@youngstowndiocese.org 



 

 
ST. BRENDAN CHURCH                                                                                                 DECEMBER 14, 2025 

Sunday, December 14 
9:00 a.m.  Paul Robinson by Family  
 Wednesday, December 17  
9:00 a.m. Arline Kurilla  
                 by Bill Neff and Family   
Sunday, December 21 
9:00 a.m.  Barb Carissimo by Bob Carissimo 

Please Pray For Our Sick  
J. Louise Miller, William Slivkoff, Fr. Ken 
Miller, Gary Miller, Mary Pavlak, Beverly 
Detate,  Frank Lightner, Michelle Smith, Ken 
Mains,  David Deihl, Mary Beth Celio,  Fr. 
Richard Brobst, Charles Slivkoff, Harold and 
Debra Brown, Rita Thomas 

Walking Amid Passing Things 

   Did you catch those powerful words in the 
Prayer After Communion a couple of weeks ago 
on the First Sunday of Advent? For some rea-
son they seemed to especially resonate with 
me: "For even now, as we walk amid passing 
things, you teach us by them to love the things 
of heaven and hold fast to what endures." 
   How true it is that we "walk amid passing 
things," perhaps never more at St. Brendan's 
than in the next two weeks. Amid the usual an-
ticipation of Advent and the joy of the Lord's 
birth to come on Christmas, our parish as we 
have known it is indeed "passing away" as we 
are merged into the new entity of St. Mary 
Magdalene Parish. 
   How true it is that we walk amid passing 
things, even if most of us, surely myself in-
cluded, rarely think about that reality. Busy 
with our lives amid the mundane and the mag-
nificent, we don't often acknowledge to our-
selves that everything we have will someday 
be taken from us. As followers of Christ, none 
of it, however much we might love it, is our 
ultimate destination.  
   Pondering this makes it a bit easier to accept 
that our parish, as much as generations have 
cherished it since its founding in 1923, would 
be "passing away" ultimately whether we wit-
nessed that event or not, as we happen to be 
doing in the present challenging moment. 
   It's a curious thing that, even as a lifelong 
Catholic, I have to acknowledge that I don't in 
the normal course of my daily life "love the 
things of heaven" nearly as much as I do the 
things, people, places and the parish I have 
now. Of course I understand that we are mere 
pilgrims here on a journey, but I am not in a 
major hurry to end the pilgrimage and reach 
the destination, as much as I know that is the 
Lord's plan, His desire, for all of us. The great 
saints could not wait  to get there, but I sus-
pect most of us would like to delay the 
world's  "passing away" for as long as possible. 
   Although I might have preferred it otherwise, 
the fact that we are closing here within so few 
days serves as a concrete reminder that what 
we have in the here and now is indeed ephem-
eral. Someday, even our newly merged parish-
es will inevitably close, and our very Diocese 
will be but a footnote in the long history of Ca-
tholicism. May that be a century or two, with 
God's grace, into the unknown future. 
                                           — Lou Jacquet     
 

PA Trip Today Leaves 1 p.m. 

   The trip to Pittsburgh will leave the St. Bren-
dan parking lot at 1 p.m. today, Sunday De-
cember 14, and return about 8 p.m. 

Altar/Rosary Meets 12/21 

   St. Brendan's Altar/Rosary Society will meet 
on Sunday, December 21, in Room 102 follow-
ing the 9 a.m. Mass. 

Save the Date! 
   Immediately following our last Mass on De-
cember 28, 2025, we will have a brunch in 
Maxwell Hall. We hope everyone will join us 
for good food and fellowship. 
   Please RSVP to the rectory (330-792-3875) 
if  you are able to attend, to give us an accu-
rate count. 
   If calling outside of normal business hours 
(which are Monday through Thursday 8:30-

1:30), please leave a message for Jackie. 

No Mass Here on Dec. 31  

   There will be no Wednesday Mass on De-
cember 31 here. The final Mass at St. Brendan 
will take place on Sunday, December 28. 



 

Sunday's Scriptures: Meeting John, the Greatest Prophet 

   Our readings on this Third Sunday of Advent 
are from Isaiah 35:1-6; James 5:7-10; Gospel 
of Matthew 11:2-11. 
   There is an old country music song by Tom T. 
Hall which has a line that brings to mind today's 
Gospel: "If you love somebody enough, you'll 
follow wherever they go." What better way to 
describe the life of John the Baptist? 

   Last Sunday, we reflected on the powerful en-
counter that the infant John had with Jesus the 
Christ. From that moment, John loved the Lord 
so much that his whole life becomes "other di-
rected"; he is even named after his role. He will 
forever be known as the Baptizer. He baptizes 
the Hebrew people of his time to prepare them 
for Jesus, and has the honor of baptizing the 
Holy One of God. 
   Our first reading from Isaiah describes in po-
etic words what changes will result from the in 
breaking of God in our history: "The desert and 
the parched land will exalt; the steppe will re-
joice and bloom...they will see the glory of the 
Lord." There is a line that helps us understand 
what grace is given to John the Baptist and all 
followers of the Messiah: "Be strong, fear not! 

Here is your God. He comes with vindication; 
with divine recompense He comes to save you." 
   John as  the greatest prophet remains stead-
fast and strong. Herod, frightened by the Bap-
tist's preaching, locks the Holy man in prison… 

   Matthew's Gospel describes a scene from 
John's prison cell. Disciples of John are sent to 
ask Jesus a question: "Are you the one who is 
to come or should we look for another?" In re-
ply, Jesus said to them, "Go and tell John what 
you hear and see; the blind regain their sight, 
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed; the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised..." Jesus is fulfilling 
the prophecy of Isaiah in John's lifetime. John's 
mission of preparing the way of the Lord is ac-
complished. The Messiah is in their midst and 
active. The salvation he announced has arrived. 
   John never gets the joy of eating and drinking 
with the cousin he loves. Instead, he will soon 
die a martyr's death. He will dine with his be-
loved Lord forever in the banquet in Heaven. 
   St. John the Baptist, greatest of the prophets, 
pray for us. 
                                              — Geri Jacquet 

The Giving Tree 
   The Giving Tree in the back of church will once 
again be an effort of collaboration. Father John 
Jerek plans to be continuing the "Simple Acts of 
Kindness" ministry at St. Mary Magdalene Parish. 
   In addition to the Simple Acts of Kindness enve-
lopes on the tree, we will be collecting new men's 
and women's hats and gloves for St. Vincent de 
Paul. Hats and gloves are due back by Sunday De-
cember 14 (today). Thank  you for your continued 
generosity. 

Scheduling Masses in 2026 

   To schedule memorial Masses at the new St. 
Mary Magdalene Parish (St. Christine site): 
   1. An individual or family may schedule only 
two Masses per year, one on a Saturday/
Sunday and one during the week on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday or Friday.  
   2. The stipend for a Mass remains $10. 
   3. When scheduling Masses, see Cindy Bab-
nic at the parish office. 
   Note that with Masses being scheduled for 
former parishioners of Our Lady of Sorrows 
and St. Brendan's, in addition to Masses al-
ready since Nov. 4 at St. Christine's, your 
Mass intention may be scheduled some 
months in advance. 

Advent Insight From St. Anselm 

   During this holy season, 
"escape from your everyday 
busyness for a short while, 
hide for a moment from your 
restless thoughts. Break off 
from your cares and troubles 
and be less concerned about 
your tasks and labors. Make a 

little time for God and rest a while in Him. 
   "Enter into your mind's inner chamber. 
Shut out everything but God and whatever 
helps you to seek Him; and when you have 
shut the door, look for Him. Speak now to 
God and say with your whole heart: I seek 
your face, Lord, I desire.... 
   "Lord, you are my God and you are my 
Lord, and I have never seen you. You have 
made me and remade me, and you have giv-
en me all the good things I possess, and still 
I do not know you. I was made in order to 
see you, and I have not yet done that for 
which I was made… 

   "Look upon us Lord, hear us and enlighten 
us, show us your very self. Restore yourself 
to us that it may go well with us whose life is 
so evil without you. Take pity on our efforts 
and our striving toward you, for we have no 
strength apart from you. 
                                   Continued on Page 4 



 

 

RECTORY 
2800 Oakwood Avenue  

Youngstown, OH  44509-2002 

Phone: 330-792-3875  Fax: 330-792-9080 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We are called to be  

disciples, faithful to Jesus  
and empowered by the Spirit.   

We are committed to building the kingdom of  
God by living the Gospel, 

celebrating the sacraments  
and loving our neighbor as ourselves. 

                                          PARISH   STAFF 
Pastor                            Deacons 

Father John Jerek            Ron Layko                    
Parochial Vicar              Mark Kiraly 

Father Stephen Zeigler 
 

Parish Office Manager   
Jackie Niznik                      Ext.10    
  Email: office@stbrendanyo.org  
Music Director                      Geri Jacquet 
Assistant Music Director      Allyson Reed 

                                   MASS         Sunday        9:00 am   

                                                         Wednesday 9:00am 

 

   Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Youngstown 
has announced the commencement of their annual 
Season of Giving Campaign, begun on November 1. 
This 60-day campaign benefits those in need 
throughout the Diocese of Youngstown. 
   Monetary gifts made to Catholic Charities during 
the Season of Giving will keep families stably housed, 
put food on tables, allow utility services to remain 
connected, and above all, will express the love of God 
and compassion for others. All donations will  be 
passed through to the local Catholic Charities agen-
cies serving our six counties for direct assistance to 
individuals and families. 
   In addition to making a donation to Catholic  Chari-
ties through our website ccdoy.org or through the 
U.S. Mail (144 West Wood Street, Youngstown OH 
44503), an event has been planned to support the 
Season of Giving campaign. 

‘Season of Giving’ Campaign 

St. Anselm on Advent 

   Your Sacrificial Offering 
Amount needed monthly to meet expenses  

For November  2025                $29,440.00 

Week of  November 30, 2025 

 Sunday Collection      $2,067.00 

 Increased Operating Exp.          $10.00 

 Rentals       $1,050.00 

      Maint. Support      $1,110.00 

 Total        $4,237.00 

5   week  total  $ 24,676 .00 toward  the  goal  of  $29,440.00 

$ 4,764 .00 short 

WE  COUNT  MEMBERS  BECAUSE  MEMBERS  COUNT 

             Mass 9 a.m.          11/30— 83 

Continued From Page 3 

   "Teach me to seek you, and when I seek 
you show yourself to me, for I cannot seek 
you unless you teach me, nor can I find you 
unless you show yourself to me. Let me seek 
you in desiring you, and desire you in seeking 
you, find you in loving you and love you in 
finding you." 
      From the Proslogion by St.Anselm, bishop  

Allyson, Spencer in Concert TODAY 
   You are invited to a Christmas Concert at 4 p.m. to-
day, December 14, at Christ Community Church, 531 
Neoka Drive, Campbell. The event features a perfor-
mance by Spencer and Allyson Reed, the latter our St. 
Brendan cantor for several years now.  
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RULLI BROS. MARKETS
• Corner at Raccoon & Kirk Rd.

• New Location: 8025 South Ave., Boardman
Since “1917” Specializing In 

Quality Food at Low-Low Prices
  (330) 799-3477	             (330) 726-0777

HIGGINS-REARDON
FUNERAL HOMES
 SERVING YOUR CHURCH 

SINCE 1923

792-2353

ACME STEAK
& SEAFOOD

31 Bissell Ave. • Youngstown

330-270-8000
A Full Line Food Service

LET’S GROW  

YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Michelle Weaver

mweaver@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6302

477 N. Meridian Rd • 330-793-4675

KINNICKFUNERALHOME.COM

SNOVAK
FLOOR COVERINGS

Sales & Installation
Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic

- Certified Installers -
2918 Mahoning Ave

330-799-2610
Graigh Snovak • Owner

330-549-6146 • service@mg-electric.com

www.mg-electric.com

ONE SCAN DOES IT ALL

SCAN TO VIEW OUR

ELECTRICAL SERVICES


